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              How to Book a Joshua Tree Climbing Outing

         (Other areas available upon request)

Plan Early!! – Our climbing season in Joshua Tree runs from October to May.  
· Reserve your instructor 6-12 months before your planned outing.

· Make your group campsite reservation 1 year “TO THE DAY” before your outing.  

· If you miss the group site window you can book multiple family sites.

· Indian Cove is recommended for Scouts – ask your instructors for their preferred group site.

               Call Toll Free 1-877-444-6777                  Or website  Recreation.gov
Bsaonbelay has very few instructors.  We require a minimum of two instructors per outing.  These instructors have the newest equipment, ongoing training, and the experience you need to ensure a safe and fun climbing event.  As well as working with their own units, these men and women volunteer their time and expense up to 20 weekends a year so troops can have a rewarding climbing outing.  
BSA requires instructors replace all harnesses, helmets and ropes on a regular basis, which is costly.  We depend on your donations to replace gear and keep bsaonbelay self-sufficient.  Minimum donations are based on your troop size.  Please check with your instructor for recommendations.  As an alternative to BSA Instructors, private guide services are also available.  
Climbing routes are claimed on a first-come-first-serve basis. Instructors must be on the rock before sunup to secure routes for your troop.  Some leave as early as 3: AM while others prefer to arrive on Friday night, so please ask your instructors if they need a parking space and place to camp during your outing. 
We cannot leave the site unattended at any time during the day and sometimes we are still tearing down after dark.  Your instructors are working for you.  Please show your appreciation of their time and effort by providing meals.
Provide adult leaders in good physical condition willing to be trained as Belayers on site for the entire day.  Your instructors will let you know how many you will need based on the size of your troop and location of your outing. 
Troop size dramatically impacts the quality of the outing.  Instructors have equipment to work with groups of 8-12 at a time.  Breaking your troop into small groups of similar age and skill level will enhance their experience.  The number and size of the groups will determine how much time scouts will have “on the rock” as well as the quantity of climbing instruction that can practically be provided.  We suggest two groups of no more than 12, one in the morning and another in the afternoon. Bigger groups may need more instructors more gear and possibly multiple climbing sites. 
Please inform us of any physical or mental limitations of the participants, so we can be properly prepared.   
